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THE DOVE
B E R W I C K
PASTOR:
Rev. Theron (Tom) Conrey
Sunday Services
(Currently on YouTube see “Berwick Congregational Church.”)

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C H U R C H

Note regarding COVID -- It is abundantly clear that planning for the
next few months must be flexible. However, it is better to plan and
change than never to plan at all! As you read the Dove, please be flexible. Thanks!

MINISTERIAL TRANSITIONS

In person worship
planned to resume
November 7 at 9:30 AM

I N S I D E T H I S
I S S U E :

Ministerial Transitions

1

In-person worship, Trunk or
Treat, Jonathan at Happy
Life, Pan American Basket

2

Annual Meeting; Prayers;
Thanksgiving Dinner

2

Food Co-Op, Buildings and
Grounds, Budget

3

Mark Your Calendar;
Hanging of the Greens,
Children’s Program;
Christmas Eve

4

Birthdays/Anniversaries

4

After being off for six months, Pastor Tom Conrey is back serving the
church for the months of October, November and December. Patty
Smith, the church’s lay minister in training, will be serving the church
during the months of January and February. Pastor Tom will return in
March. Normally, Pastor Kay
would return to the pulpit in
April, but she and Rich will be
fully retiring to serve both the
church and the National Association is different roles. Pastors
Rich and Kay have been members
of the Berwick church for more
than twenty years and they love
this congregation. They hope to
serve alongside of each of you upon their return from their snowbird time in Georgia.
(See photo—Pastor Tom is on the
left, Pastor Kay and Rich on the
right.)
What a wonderful legacy our dedicated Pastors Kay and Rich have left
with our church, including establishment of the fantastic Food Co-Op!
Safe travels and we’ll see you both in April as church members.

O c t o b e r - N o v e m b er - D e c e m b e r,

CHURCH WORSHIP
SERVICES
Because of COVID, worship services were offered
through You Tube during
September and October. In
November, the church
plans to open for in-person
worship services at 9:30 on
Sunday morning.
Jonathan
Rich and Kay Miller-Todd and
Patty Smith were honored to
meet with the Directors of
Happy Life Children’s Home
in September. The Directors,
Peter and Faith, traveled to Iowa from Kenya and their stories about Happy Life and
about Jonathan, our adopted
son, were so inspiring. This
month, the church mission offering goes to support Jonathan
who is now 13 years old.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS
 All those impacted by Covid 19
 Our shut-ins
 Charles Neagle
 Gerald Banning
 Mary Fetters
 Zinna Pearson
 Kathy Hansen & her
sister
 Nina Moore
 Mike Pearce
 David Mack (brother
of Scheryl & Patty)
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TRUNK OR TREAT
Our annual trunk or treat event is back this
year on Saturday, October 23, from 11am to 1 p.m. Cars
and trucks will come to the church grounds with decorations, treats, and games for the children. It will be a fun
time for adults and children alike! We hope for a beautiful fall day! If you wish to participate with a car or truck,
please call Patty Smith, 515-321-8326.

Annual Meeting for
Berwick Church
The annual meeting of the church
congregation will be held after the
Sunday service on November 14.
All members and friends of the
church are welcome to attend and
learn more about the mission of the
church in the Berwick Community,
and other matters in the church.
Members will elect Council members, approve finances of the
church, etc.
(The Church Council has met regularly all during Covid, usually by
Zoom.)

Panamerican
Institute Mission
Basket
In November, our
mission for the month
is Panamerican Institute. The church accepts donations for
the mission to create
a Christmas food basket for a family of
one of the students at
the Institute in Tijuana, Mexico.

Thanksgiving Celebration

An Old-fashioned Thanksgiving meal and service is being planned for Sunday, November 21. During the
month of November the church will be celebrating the
400th anniversary of the first Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims are the foundation for the creation of the National
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OUR FOOD CO-OP CONTINUES.
There is an old saying that the mail is delivered through rain, sleet, snow and hail. The Berwick Food Co-Op has shown that it is open through rain, sleet, snow, hail, heat, cold and
COVID. The Food Co-Op has not missed one week during the last year and one-half. With
the re-opening of the schools in August, the church is again providing food bags for 10 families at Cornell Elementary School. In September, the church served approximately 250
households and 630 individuals. Each week, families who wish to participate come to the
church and their food is delivered to their cars. Every effort is made to provide each family
with a well-rounded diet.
Thanks to Amy Hansen, Don Hansen, Shelly Kern, Patty
Smith, Scheryl Comegys, Linda Sanny, LuAnn Brandsen,
Judy McClain, Judy Sprague, and Paula Wishman for all of
their dedication.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
During the last year and one-half, the church has been blessed with donations to improve the
property. The church has a new furnace, a new air conditioner, a new hot water heater, two
new air purifiers, and a new deck banister. The wasp nests have been removed from high
and low. The north wall of the church has been washed to remove mold. This week, a new
gutter system will be placed on the north side of the church. On October 7, a new elevator
(chair lift) was placed in the church – a true blessing beyond all measure! Thanks to all
of you who have contributed to these projects.

ANNUAL BUDGET ISSUES
About this time every year, we need to bring to your attention that the general church budget
is again straining at the seams. Unfortunately, the church’s ability to do fundraisers that
have been used in the past was obliterated by COVID. Fortunately, the generous hearts of
people have kept the Food Co-Op and the Compassion Fund going strong. It has also enabled the property to be well-maintained, as described above. However, there are still the
basic expenditures for the serving minister, the organist, the church insurance, the utilities,
the Dove, office expenses and other essentials. As you approach the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas, the church would appreciate your gifts. Please send your contributions
to: Berwick Congregational Church, P.O. Box 308, Berwick, Iowa 50032. Thanks!
PHOTOS: Dorothy Hull is making albums of old church photos. Please let her know if you have photos
to share for this album. (She would prefer that they be given to her on a flash drive.) Her contact information is: dmhannerhull@gmail.com or phone 641-275-1306.
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To contact Berwick Church:
Church Phone:
515-262-0949
Pastor Tom:
515-480-3396
Patty Smith:
515-321-8326
Church Secretary: 515-262-9047 (Karen)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Sat, Oct. 23: 11AM-1PM Truck or Treat
Tues, Oct. 26—7PM Council meeting
Sun., Nov. 7 9:30 AM-In person worship
planned to resume.
Sun, Nov.14 Annual Meeting 10:30AM
Sun. Nov. 21 Thanksgiving meal & service
Sat. Nov. 27 4 PM Hanging of the Greens
Sun. Dec. 12 Children’s Christmas
program during morning service

HANGING OF THE GREENS

The Hanging of the Greens is currently scheduled for Saturday, November 27, at 4:00 p.m.
Following the decorating of the church, there
will be a chili supper for the helpers. The decorating has been moved to Saturday so that the
church will be decorated for the first Sunday in
Advent which is November 28.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM FOR
CHILDREN

The children’s Christmas program is planned for
Sunday, December 12, during the morning worship service. Lori Holmes is again the leader for
the program. Practice times for the children are
scheduled in November and early December.
Contact Lori Holmes for any questions, 515-6819741.

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

The church’s annual Christmas
Eve Service is returning this
year. The service will be held at
5:30 p.m. on Friday, December
24, 2021.

DECEMBER MISSION:

Mission Aviation Fellowship

